
 

O 
ur youth group never ceases to amaze 
me.  I’ve been a counselor for over 10 
years now and I am constantly amazed 

by our group.  Two weekends ago we had the 
opportunity to go to the Hearts on Fire 2022 
conference in Pigeon Forge.  This conference 
brought together thousands of youth from around 
the country to worship and learn more about 
Christ.  There were several bands, and speakers 
and through the music and word, lives were 
changed, and memories were made.  On the first 
night of the conference we heard the band We 
Are They, and speaker Clayton King.  We 
danced and sang along to the band and then 
when Clayton took the stage, it was easy to stay 
tuned into what he was saying.  Clayton has a 
way of speaking to youth in a way that doesn’t 
speak down to them but keeps them enthralled.  
When I say lives were changed, I wasn’t kidding.  
That first night we saw hundreds of lives saved 
and new relationships with Christ beginning.  
Including several from our own group.  I was so 
incredibly proud of our young people for stepping 
out in faith and stepping into a relationship with 
Jesus.  Our group really came together around 
those making new commitments to Christ and 
those recommitting their lives.  It was amazing to 
see youth hugging each other and encouraging 
each other through this important life moment.  I 
will never forget the feeling of being so proud of 
our group, but also so humbled that these young 
people would stand up, unashamed, shouting 
that they love Jesus.   
 

The second day of the conference saw more 
music, worship, and speakers.  We got the 
chance to hear Jonathan Evans, who was a pro 
football player for several years, and is now the 
chaplain of the Dallas Cowboys.  After the previ-
ous night of dedicating and rededicating our lives 
to Christ, today focused on going.  Using our 
faith to take the next step into the lives God has 
prepared for us.  Each of our youth were focused 
and engaged the entire time.  That night was the 
big concert—We Are Messengers and Christ 
Tomlin.  I can’t begin to describe how amazing 
they were.  We rushed the stage and spent the 
evening dancing and praising the Lord with  
hundreds of other people up so close.  There is 
something amazing about standing in a huge 
crowd lifting hands and voices to praise the Lord.  

Being a part of something so big was amazing 
and having Chris Tomlin lead you in worship was 
so huge, but at the same time so personal and 
so touching. 
 

God was moving through the entire weekend—
through all the amazing speakers and musicians, 
but more so through each one of us that was 
there.  God was with us as Brian was a rockstar 
and drove us up and down the incredibly steep 
and twisty road to our mountain cabin.  God was 
with us when we stayed up late, and woke up 
early just to laugh, talk, and spend time together.  
God was with us on the go kart track and God 
was with us through the worship service we had 
at our cabin on Sunday morning.  It was evident 
that this was going to be a life changing week-
end.  I asked all the youth what their favorite 
parts of the trip was—and I think you will get a 
good glimpse of how impactful this weekend was 
through all the answers.   
 

“Being so close to Chris Tomlin.  Just being 
there and getting my Jesus on with Chris 
Tomlin.” - Levi  
 

“Having the opportunity to be saved by God, 
and being able to see what God is really 
like.” - Landry 
 

“Seeing my daughter get saved.”- Nikki 
 

“It was really cool to see so many people 
worshipping Christ with their whole hearts, 
and not being ashamed of worshipping.” – Ian 
 

“I liked how the singers were open and  
honest about their pasts.  
They didn’t hold anything 
back and were open and 
honest about how Jesus 
changed their lives.” - Max 
 

“Seeing how many  
people, including our 
youth group, gave their 
lives to Christ.” - Ella 
 

“The sharing of who we 
really are during our  
devotion time.” - Brian 
 

“Being able to get up and 
go dance at the stage 
instead of just having to sit 
there.” - Shanee 
 

“Having speakers that actually put stuff in a 
way that I can understand.” - Riley 
 

“Hearing both speakers and knowing that 
through word and music you can get the true 
message of Christ.” -Goober 
 

“ The Sunday morning worship service in the 
cabin with just our youth group.” - Lisa 

 

My favorite part was how we came together as a 
youth group and had a safe space to be who we 
truly are, and that we don’t need to be ashamed 
about our pasts.  We created bonds and  
relationships in Christ that show we will be there 
for each other—always supporting and  
encouraging our relationships with Christ.   
 

I think it says a lot about the youth in our church 
our favorite parts of the trip had nothing to do 
with the fun extra things we did, like laser tag, or 
go kart racing, and had everything to do with 
lives being changed for good.  We are incredibly 
blessed to be a part of a church that supports the 
youth so much.  This was a weekend where lives 
really were changed, and yes, some incredible 
memories were made.  Thank you, thank you, 
thank you for always supporting this amazing 
group of young people.  They very much are our 
future, and it makes me excited to see them 
grow up and change the world.  
— Lori Sciabbarrasi 

 

CLICK ON OR SCAN THE QR 
CODE FOR A SPECIAL 

“HEARTS ON FIRE” VIDEO 
FROM THE YOUTH! 

https://youtu.be/p9LlP6aqQbo


 

WE NEED YOUR STORIES! 
A treasured part of our Love Feast  
service is the telling of our stories:  
stories of Christmas traditions,  
moments of faith, and testimonies of 
God's faithfulness.  If you have a story 
you would like to share at our Love 
Feast service on December 18th at 
6:00pm, please contact Laurin Allred  
at ldallred@muirschapelumc.com  

LUMINARIES 
The Youth will be lighting luminaries the 
night of the Christmas Love Feast,  
December 18th.  You may sponsor a  
luminary in memory or in honor of a loved 
one. The suggested donation is $5 per 
luminary.  Designated names will be  
printed on the luminary.  Fill out a form in 
this Sunday’s bulletin! 

ORNAMENTS ARE HERE 
The Christmas ornaments have arrived! 
They are available for pickup on Sunday 
in the Fellowship Hall from 9:30-10:30 or 
in the Narthex following the 11:10  
service. We ordered a few extras of all 3 
years that will be available on a first 
come, first served basis. 

CHILI COOK OFF AND CORN HOLE FUN! 

mailto:ldallred@muirschapelumc.com


 

SYMPATHY 
Our sincere Christian sympathy is  
extended to the family of Elise Nichols, 
who passed away on November 26, 
2022. A Celebration of her Life will be 
held on Saturday, December 3rd at 
2:00 pm at Muir’s Chapel UMC.  The 
family will receive friends prior to the 
service from noon to 2:00 pm in the 
Fellowship Hall.  

1 
Lisa Lowe 

Donna Maness 
Camden Oakes 

Ross Warren 
2 

MacKensie Jones 
Waite Warren 

3 
Jenna Holt 

4 
Penny Davis 

5 
Linda Fenske 

Ken Mann 
7 

Margaret Burkhart 
Scott Campbell 

 

8 
Sandi Burr 

Everette Ford 
Anneita Minor 
Alison Nottage 

9 
Beverly Cox 

Samantha O’Rork 
10 

Billy Joe Harris 
13 

Casey LeBlanc 
Mary Beth Lutton 

Shirley Neese  
Rev. Brenda Newman 

14 
Matt Shade 

15 
Buddy Bray 

HOLIDAY HONOR  

CHRISTMAS CARDS 
Greensboro Urban Ministries Holiday  
Honor Cards are now available for  
purchase for $5.00 each. All proceeds 
from the cards go to help hunger,  
homelessness, and poverty in this area. 
Bud and Reba will be in the Fellowship 
Hall with cards each Sunday morning from 
9:00-10:00, or we can arrange a time with 
you, beginning November 20th. You may 
also purchase cards in the church office 
during regular office hours. Or call the 
Maxsons, 336-855-7392. We will deliver 
the cards to you. The cards, as usual, are 
beautiful, and recipients are honored to 
receive the special cards.  

UNITED METHODIST MEN  
NEED BREAKFAST VOLUNTEERS 

 
 

The UMM need your help cooking and  

prepping for the Community Angel breakfast 

on December 17th.  We need helpers there at 7:30 

am to be prepared to feed the families at 9:00 am.   

CONFIRMATION 2023 
We want to extend an  
invitation to all 6th, 7th & 8th 
graders to be part of this 
year’s confirmation program. 
Confirmation is a time for 
youth to intentionally examine 
their faith and God’s call in 
their lives. We look at who 
God is, who we are as His 
people, and how we as the 
church can be His hands and 
feet in the world. If you have 
not yet been through  
Confirmation and would like 
more information, please 
contact our Confirmation 
Coordinator,  Goober  
Benfield, at 336-601-3422  
or the church office at  
336-299-1913. 
 

CONFIRMATION  
MENTORS NEEDED 
We are looking for several 
adults who would like to 
come alongside our  
confirmation youth as  
mentors in 2023. The  
confirmation program is  
important in the spiritual  
formation of our youth, but it 
doesn’t happen without the 
support of the entire church. 
Our confirmation program 
runs from January to May.  
If you are interested in being 
a mentor, please contact our 
Confirmation Coordinator, 
Goober Benfield at  
336-601-3422.  

THANK YOU TO ALL WHO HELPED  
DECORATE FOR CHRISTMAS!  



 

 

 
 

 

Rev. Brenda Newman, Senior Pastor 
 pastorbrenda@muirschapelumc.com 
 

Brian Edwards, Director of Youth & Discipleship  
 bedwards@muirschapelumc.com 
 

Kim Hastings, Director of Muir’s Chapel Christian Playschool 
 khastings@muirschapelumc.com 
 

Laurin Daniels Allred, Director of Music & Creative Arts 
 ldallred@muirschapelumc.com 
 

Courtney Sanford, Director of Children’s Ministries 
 csanford@muirschapelumc.com 
 

Blake Cummings, Facilities Manager 
 bcummings@muirschapelumc.com 
 

Sandy Cantliffe, Office & Financial Manager 
 scantliffe@muirschapelumc.com 
 

Alison Ludemann, Church Secretary 
 aludemann@muirschapelumc.com 
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OFFERING  
 

November 20 

Budget Giving $13,513.00 

Other Income $1,000.00        

Total Budget $14,513.00 

Designated Funds $1,245.00 
 

November 27 

Budget Giving $5,915.00 

Other Income $600.00        

Total Budget $6,515.00 

Designated Funds $15,107.42 

GIFTS TO THE CHURCH 
In memory of Celia Davis 
 For the Budget 
  By Phillips Management Group, Inc. 
In memory of Marion Welborn Noah, Elizabeth 
Jane Lasley Noah, George Hobart Stubbins 
and Marguerite Noah Stubbins 
 For the Budget 
   By George Eddie Stubbins 
In honor of Clarence Slaughter 
 For Congregational Care 
  By Fellowship Class 
In honor of Bill Noell 
 For Congregational Care 
  By Fellowship Class 

FROM THE S/PPRC COMMITTEE 
The Staff/Pastor Parish Relations Committee 
decided, during their 2023 budgeting  
discussions, to convert the full-time Facilities 
Manager position to a part-time position. As a 
result, Blake Cummings last day will be  
December 31st. 
 

We certainly regret that the decision had to be 
made and we do thank Blake for his  
dedication and commitment as a member of 
staff.  
 

If you have any questions or comments, 
please contact David Berrier, Chairperson for 
Staff-Parish.  

ADMIN COUNCIL UPDATE 
At our November Administrative Council, a 
motion was made and approved to form a 
team that will create a presentation to  
educate the congregation on the issues 
facing the United Methodist Church. The 
goal of the group is to provide information 
in a balanced, fair and transparent way. It 
can only provide a high-level overview of 
the topics, understanding there remain 
many unknowns. This motion to form a 
team was made by a group within the  
congregation that would like to explore 
disaffiliation from the United Methodist 
Church. The newly formed team will  
consist of individuals with differing views. 
The goal is to offer this presentation two or 
three times to ensure all church members 
have an opportunity to attend. This team 
does not take any votes regarding disaffili-
ation. After the educational presentation is 
offered, the matter is taken back to the 
Administrative Council.  The congregation 
will be informed of any votes or next steps 
taken on this matter. Team members are 
Lynn Alexander, Bruce Cabiness, David 
Coleman, Ed LeBlanc, Kathy Peascoe, 
Ellen Smoak, and Mike Robinson. 

THANK YOU 
I wish to thank all of you who have supported 
me during this very difficult time. I am very 
blessed to have a wonderful family, wonderful 
friends, and a wonderful church. I have told 
several that a church family is everything in a 
time of need. I appreciate all of you who 
helped with the service, it was truly a  
rememberable celebration. 
 

I love and appreciate all of you and hope that I 
can be there for you when the time is needed. 
 

Thank you, 
Donna W. Maness 


